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SOUTH WEST BUSHFIRES 
Statement 

HON STEVE MARTIN (Agricultural) [10.02 pm]: I would like to make a couple of quick remarks about the 
events of Sunday, nine days ago. Before I do, I would like to congratulate Hon Kyle McGinn on bringing David’s 
story to the house. On Sunday, nine days ago, I was on the main street of my little town of Wickepin about 6.30 at 
night as the town was being evacuated, and I can honestly say I never thought I would be in those circumstances. It 
was a horrible day. There was a nasty fire in our part of the world and there was also one in Corrigin and Bruce Rock. 
As the sun was setting, people were driving out of town. I would like to say a few thankyous to the people who saved 
that town from burning. Corrigin was in a similar situation. Members should imagine, if they will, sitting around 
at 10.30 on a Sunday morning at home, in the workshop or in the garden, and they get the call to attend the fire. These 
are volunteers. Every single one of the people at that fire for the first seven or eight hours of it were volunteers. 
People cannot train for that. It was an extraordinary day. People dropped what they were doing, left their families, 
jumped in a ute or truck and drove to the fire. When you drive to the fire, as I was doing that morning, you get that 
sick feeling in your stomach and hope it is not too bad, and this was as bad as it could be for volunteers. The conditions 
were catastrophic. It was 42 degrees. There were 65-kilometre-an-hour gusts of wind. Livestock, humans and 
property were in danger. On behalf of us all, if members do not mind, I would like to sincerely thank every one of 
those volunteers at every one of those fires in Denmark, Bridgetown, Wickepin, Narrogin, Corrigin, Bruce Rock, 
and more recently, of course, Jerramungup, Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun—it has been a bad week and a half—
who rose to that occasion. They are terrifying events. We got through the entire weekend with nobody being killed. 
Given the severity of the conditions that those volunteers faced, that was quite remarkable. As bad as it was and 
as much damage as there was, it would have been much, much worse if those hundreds and hundreds of volunteers 
had not done what they did. I give a huge thankyou to those volunteers. 
The professionals turned up and did a wonderful job. At one moment, in the sky above the small part of the fire 
where I was standing, I saw six or seven helicopters parked above me. These are not small choppers; these are great 
big helicopters sucking water out of dams at about house-roof height. They drop the water on the fire, come back 
to the dam, suck some more water up and go and put something else out. They did that for hours and hours. In my 
little part of the fire, I saw that they saved three or four homes, a shearing shed and probably people. They were 
magnificent. I do not know where they are based; I am attempting to find out. That was extraordinary work. The 
fixed-wing guys have a longer turnaround but they also did a wonderful job. Hon Martin Aldridge and I and some 
of our lower house colleagues went to the fireground three or four days later, and there was a pretty seamless working 
relationship between the volunteers and the professional firefighters. I thank all of them. The lesson we learnt from 
that visit is how much work lays ahead of us. There are months and months—years in some cases—of work for those 
communities and those people to do. The rebuild will be enormous. The volunteers are back on the fireground, 
watching those fires. There was a little outbreak on Sunday when the fire jumped containment lines, so they have 
that ahead of them. We saw a moonscape of black ground. It will be a confronting task for those people to walk 
out of their homes for the next five months before it rains in May or June and greens up the landscape. They will rally 
together. They need local and state government support, and hopefully they will trigger the federal disaster funding 
and get some federal support. On our behalf, I would like to thank all the people who helped out last weekend. 
Thank you. 

House adjourned at 10.07 pm 
__________ 
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